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Contact Us: 

 

Address: St. John’s Church, Royal Lane,  
Hillingdon, UB8 3QP 
 
Vicar: Alan Bradford              
Phone: 01895 477381 
Text: 07847672599 
abradford@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Church Administrator: Nikki Bell 
(Wednesday and Thursday mornings) 
07972 618584 
stjohnshillingdon@gmail.com  
 
 

Website: www.stjohnshillingdon.org.uk 
 

 
 
 
Facebook Page: 
www.facebook.com/StJohnsHillingdon  
 

Facebook Group: 
www.facebook.com/116263285313 
 
 
 
 
Twitter: @SJohnHillingdon 
 

Registered Charity no: 1128508 

Clocks Spring Forward! 
 

This Sunday 29th March the hour  
changes and goes forward. 

It’s nearly time for Summer! 
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 Welcome to The Link Plus! 
 
In ’The Link Plus’ we will share information 
and news during this time of not being able 
to hold services. It’s called ‘The Link Plus’ 
because it will have extra information and 
notices ‘above’ the normal service info and 
readings that we usually published in our 
weekly notice sheet ’The Link’. 
 
Included in this issue: 
• Message from Vicar Alan  
                                     & you write in! 
• A ‘front room’ Sunday Service with the 

Archbishop of York 
• Caroline’s Amazing News! 
• Children’s/Student’s Display Area! 
• Prayers & the week’s reading 
• H4All Volunteers 
• St. John’s Services are on! 
 
Message from Alan 
 

Many of us clapped or banged something to 
show our appreciation for the NHS on 
Wednesday evening. For many of us this 
was one of the most emotional times this 
week. Another emotional time for me was in 
taking two (non-coronavirus related) 
funerals at the crematorium. Taking a 
funeral is always emotional for me and this 
was added to as the mourners had, quite 
sensibly, to be limited to 10 with attenders 
having to keep apart in the chapel. It 
affected me that families had to say to 
people that they couldn’t come, and even 
those arriving outside the chapel just before 
the service had to be turned away.  
 
Clergy and churches are 
offering to hold memorial 
services once we are 
through these virus times. 
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Message from Alan (continued) 
Although it is for me emotional and hard to 
do, taking a funeral is one of the most 
fulfilling aspects of the ordained ministry. 
God helps to carry me through in these 
times. 
 

Another thing this week that I found fulfilling, 
and also surprising, was in hosting the 
Hillingdon Chapter Clergy meeting online 
this week using video conferencing. I had to 
train myself in how to use the software on 
all platforms (laptop, desktop, ipad and 
phone) and to overcome the technical 
problems that might come up so that we 
could help clergy as they tried to get into 
our virtual chat room and use the software 
for the first time. The surprise was how 
many of the clergy were able to take part 
and my low expectation of the IT skills of 
our clergy was blown apart. We had 24 
taking part which was fantastic! Anne my 
wife was a big help in training and was on 
technical telephone support on the day - 
and wasn’t needed! Prayer helps in all of 
this and there has been much to praise God 
for. 
 

The funerals and the video conferencing 
have taken up most of the week in ministry 
for me, along with the joy of ringing and 
chatting with people, and queuing for ages 
at Tesco Yiewsley to get some shopping! 
 

What about your weekly experiences?  
 

These very different times we find ourselves 
in will lead to new discoveries about the 
world and about ourselves. They will 
challenge and develop us as we journey on 
with God. Please, church members and 
friends of St. John’s, do write in to let me 
know about your week. 
(stjohnshillingdon@gmail.com)  
What has brought you joy? What have you 
found hard and what have you found 
fulfilling or surprising?  What new skills have 
you had to develop or what experiences are 
new to you? W would love to hear from you. 
 
A ‘front room’ Sunday Service with the 
Archbishop of York 
Sunday 29th March, 9am, Online 
(You can also play back afterwards and 
catch up on last week’s service with 
Archbishop Justin Welby). Click on the link 
below or search on ‘Google’. (Church of 
England website) 
 

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-
centre/church-online  
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Hillingdon Coronavirus  
Support Service 

Volunteer Recruitment 
 
H4All is local Hillingdon based charity. 
 
H4All are currently working with the 
London Borough of Hillingdon to provide a 
central support service for Hillingdon 
residents who are most at risk, vulnerable 
or currently having to self-isolate due to 
the Coronavirus. 
 
With the help of volunteers they may be 
able to assist you with access to: 

• Emergency food parcels 

• Prioritised shopping times at local 
supermarkets 

• Delivery of essential prescription 
medication 

• Emotional support 

• Dog walking 
 
H4All are looking for volunteers to help 
with this in the ways outlined above. Many 
of you are already helping friends, family 
and church members which is absolutely 
fantastic so we want to continue with this 
and build it up even more. However, if 
anybody wants to volunteer for H4All (DBS 
check required), or if you know of anybody 
elsewhere, e.g.’ those involved in 
uniformed organisations who are willing to 
help, please let Nikki know via 
stjohnshillingdon@gmail.com 
 
St. John’s Services are on! 
Sunday services are now appearing on 
our website for you to take part in! These 
have hymns/songs, words, prayers a talk 
and communion. The new services for 
Sunday will be put on each Saturday 
evening ready for the Sunday following.  
You follow the words, and join in worship 
with the songs. You can also take part in a 
form of communion. We are developing 
‘live’ talks too and ways of worship through 
giving for April. Watch this space and the 
website! 
 
 

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online
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Reading for Sunday 29th March 
John 11:1-45 

Jesus heals his friend Lazarus 
Space does not allow us to reproduce all of this 
reading. Please look it up in your Bible and 
study/pray into it.  
There are also commentaries on the web 
 
11 Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He 
was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her 
sister Martha.  
2 (This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay 
sick, was the same one who poured perfume on 
the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair.) 3 So 
the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the one 
you love is sick.”  
4 When he heard this, Jesus said, “This 
sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s 
glory so that God’s Son may be glorified 
through it.” 5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her 
sister and Lazarus.  
6 So when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he 
stayed where he was two more days, 7 and then 
he said to his disciples, “Let us go back to 
Judea.”  
 .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 
 
32 When Mary reached the place where Jesus 
was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, 
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would 
not have died.”  
33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews 
who had come along with her also weeping, he 
was deeply moved in spirit and troubled.  
34 “Where have you laid him?” he asked. “Come 
and see, Lord,” they replied. 35 Jesus wept. 
36 Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!”  
37 But some of them said, “Could not he who 
opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this 
man from dying?”  
38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the 
tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the 
entrance.  
39 “Take away the stone,” he said. “But, Lord,” 
said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this 
time there is a bad odor, for he has been there 
four days.”  
40 Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you 
believe, you will see the glory of God?” 41 So 
they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked 
up and said, “Father, I thank you that you have 
heard me.  
42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said 
this for the benefit of the people standing here, 
that they may believe that you sent me.” 
43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud 
voice, “Lazarus, come out!”  
44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet 
wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around 
his face. Jesus said to them, “Take off the 
grave clothes and let him go.”  
45 Therefore many of the Jews who had come to 
visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, 
believed in him. 
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St. John’s Website 
https://stjohnshillingdon.org.uk/  
 
 

Some Amazingly Good News from 
Caroline! 
Hello everyone! 
 

Well it seems a viral pandemic has got me 
out of having to write a report for the AGM 
booklet! Instead I wanted to share what I 
have been spending most of my time doing 
in the last year. I have been exploring a call 
to ordination, which, in reality, is something 
that I’ve been doing for many years. With 
the encouragement of our vicar Alan and 
so many of you amazing people, I decided 
to see if training to be a priest in the 
Church of England was something that 
God really wanted me to do and this time I 
was determined to pursue it to a 
conclusion. Since the beginning of last year 
up until now I have been in what the church 
calls the formal discernment process. This 
involved numerous meetings with a 
designated person to guide me through the 
process, a psychotherapeutic assessment 
(can you believe I passed that!), an 
interview with a lay person to assess me 
and an interview with a separate 
discernment guide. I’ve been part of a 
group of people from across our diocese 
who meet once a month to share and 
discuss exploring all forms of ministry 
which has been really helpful and I have 
met some great people.  I’ve been 
travelling up to Church House in Pimlico on 
Tuesday evenings to attend the combined 
London dioceses ’Towards Ordained 
Ministry’ course, and have had the privilege 
to hear some great and inspirational 
speakers. 
 I quickly realised at the beginning of this 
process that when asked the question ‘So 
Caroline, why do you want to become a 
priest?’, the answer ‘Well, it’s just a feeling 
I can’t really express’, wasn’t going to 
suffice! Subsequently I’ve had to write 
thousands of words reflecting on my life 
and my thoughts around faith, 
relationships, the church and how I’ve 
experienced God through it all. Although 
difficult and demanding at times, all of the 
tasks served to bring me closer to an 
understanding of God’s love and purpose 
for me and strengthened my resolve to not 
give up and see where all this ‘discerning’ 
would take me. 
Ultimately, it took me to a rather lovely 
retreat house in Staffordshire, where I was

https://stjohnshillingdon.org.uk/
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(at the time of writing this) two weeks ago, 
on what the church calls a ‘BAP’. For 
anyone north of Watford you may be 
thinking of filled rolls and sandwiches, but it 
actually stands for a Bishops Advisory 
Panel. It was a two day residential interview 
that was somewhat of a cross between Big 
Brother and The Apprentice!  Anyway last 
Thursday I had a phone call from Bishop 
Pete Broadbent to inform me that the panel 
had recommended me for training to 
ordination to the priesthood! In telling you 
this in writing and seeing it in black and 
white, I still can’t quite believe it. I intend to 
train part-time and hope to remain in and 
around St John’s which is where I feel 
called to be. We can’t, however, put 
constraints and conditions around serving 
God, so I am happy to put myself at His 
disposal and let plans and details unfold as 
they will. 
It just remains for me to finish my first 
message for our new Sunday link+ by 
saying thank you to each and every one of 
you, my St John’s family. I have been 
supported, nurtured and loved by you for 
such a long time. You’ve let me experiment 
on you over the years, helped me through 
various family crises and in my darkest 
times given me the courage to carry on . 
You have all played such a big part in my 
journey thus far with your prayers and 
support (please don’t stop now!). 
I’ve never really been one to quote 
scripture verses, well not often, but I 
wanted to share this particular one with 
you. I had several times during the process, 
especially in the last few weeks leading up 
to the selection panel, when I felt that once 
again fear and anxiety might overwhelm 
me. These words helped me to take 
courage and trust in God’s mighty power to 
save and protect us. In these strange and 
somewhat scary days let’s all take a tight 
hold on God’s everlasting promises. It is 
now perhaps more than ever before, that in 
the wonderful St John’s way, we can be 
God’s love and strength to one another. 
 
Psalm 91 Vs.11  
For he will command his angels concerning 
you to guard you in all your ways. 
 

Stay safe and stay indoors 
 

Much love 
 

Caroline 
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Children/Student's Display Area! 
Think of all those children and students 
working at home and the parents and 
carers who are their new teachers!  With 
this in mind we have created a display 
area on our website (have a look) for 
children/student’s work. This is for  
Children/students living in the Hillingdon/
Uxbridge/Hayes areas! Please pass this 
information on to your family, friends and 
neighbours/Facebook friends, those on 
WhatsApp etc.  
Do their children or teens have something 
they have been working on at home 
for display? Please email it (Or FB) to 
abradford@hotmail.co.uk and we'll put it in 
our display area. No names will be used, 
just initials. 
Then the whole world can see! 
 
Prayers 
Please pray for those infected by the 
Coronavirus and for those who are in 
isolation or quarantine. Pray for health 
workers and all those seeing to the needs 
of those being kept separate. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
you taught us to love our neighbour, 
and to care for those in need 
as if we were caring for you. 
In this time of anxiety, give us strength 
to comfort the fearful, to tend the sick, 
and to assure the isolated 
of our love, and your love, 
for your name’s sake. 
Amen.  
 
 
For hospital staff and medical 
researchers 
Gracious God, 
give skill, sympathy and resilience 
to all who are caring for the sick, 
and your wisdom to those  
searching for a cure. 
Strengthen them with your Spirit, 
that through their work many will be 
restored to health; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
For more prayer resources click on the link 
below (or type the link into ‘Google’ ). 
 
https://stjohnshillingdon.org.uk/prayers/  
 

 

https://stjohnshillingdon.org.uk/prayers/

