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Today is my parents' Diamond Wedding Anniversary. 60 years ago today they were married in
Roby Church Liverpool, and this year we were looking forward to having a special celebration for
them. 
Coronavirus put a stop to that. No chance for a family celebration together, no chance for Mum to
go to the hairdressers ready for a celebration, and no chance for them to receive a card from the
Queen.

Many of us have lost or missed out on things during this global pandemic. We miss our freedom
of being able to go out, to see family and friends, to hug loved ones. Some have missed being
able to hold the hands of loved ones in their final moments, some have missed the opportunity to
mark the deaths in the way they wanted.  Coronavirus has been a thief, taking away our normal
lives and stealing precious time. 

But this has also been a time of positives, with neighbours and communities coming together to
support each other. Time to appreciate what and who are important in our lives. Sharing what we
have. Celebrating simpler things. 
Even during the harder times in this pandemic, there have been and are still things to be grateful
for.
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I'm grateful for the lovely weather, the birds singing in the trees and the squirrels for their company
in the garden. I'm grateful for those who have been shopping for me and for others, for those who
delivered cake to others for VE Day, those who cooked meals for the vulnerable, those who have
continued to work and serve others, those who have shown God's love in practical ways. 
I'm grateful for technology helping us keep connected, for zoom enabling us to continue to meet
together on a Sunday morning for online church and for midweek prayer. I'm grateful for
messenger video calls with family, and the random chats and quizzes helping lessen the miles
between us. I'm grateful for the internet helping me to be able to organise and deliver cards, gifts
and a Celebration Afternoon Tea for my parents today. And most of all, I'm grateful to God for the
blessings of each new day. 

So as the lockdown measures change, let's continue to look forward to the daily things to be
grateful for each day, and let's continue to thank God for the blessings of each new day.  

Acts 2: 1-16
1 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like
the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were
sitting.
3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 

4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues  as the Spirit
enabled them.
5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven.
6 When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard
their own language being spoken. 

7 Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 Then how is it that
each of us hears them in our native language?
9 Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and
Asia,  
10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 

11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the
wonders of God in our own tongues!”
12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this mean?”
13 Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.” 

14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews
and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say.
15 These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! 16 No, this is what
was spoken by the prophet Joel:
 

For fun and resources on
The Book of Acts click

on the image on the left.



03/06/2020 The Online Link No. 12 Sun 7th June - Sat 13th June 2020😁

https://us12.campaign-archive.com/?u=1498071be53b7666c099ad893&id=7c111c5c9c 3/7

Acts Chapter 1 Quiz
How many can you get out of 14?!

 
Answer the question or write down the words to fill the gaps.
The questions are in the order as you would read down in Acts 1.

1. In my ______ book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that _____ began to do and to teach

2. Through what authority did Jesus give commandments unto the Apostles?

3. When Jesus showed himself alive to the disciples, how many days was he with them
before he was taken up?

4. When Jesus had showed himself alive and was assembled with the disciples, he told
them not to depart from Jerusalem but to wait for what? Acts 1:4

5. Jesus said, "For John truly baptised with water,"
But what was Jesus going to baptise them with?

6. When Jesus had told his disciples they would be baptized with the Holy Spirit
when they had came together, what did they ask Jesus?

7. What did Jesus tell his disciples when they asked about the kingdom being
restored to Israel?

8. When were the disciples to receive power?

9. What were the disciples going to be once they received the Holy Spirit?

10. After he said this, he was taken up before their very _____, and a _____ hid him from
their sight.

11. When Jesus ascended up into heaven, what appeared by the disciples as they
watched Jesus being taken up?

12. What did the two men say to the disciples about Jesus in the future?
.

Help! A reading is wrong! Can you help put right??
Click here to see reading.
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Returning
Pray for those known to you who are returning to work. Pray for those going back to school and
for wisdom, good management and good leadership. Pray that people will remain aware and ‘stay
alert’ in social distancing, in regular hand washing and in using PPE. Pray for business and
church leaders planning for next steps.

North Africa
The coronavirus crisis has caused much fear and uncertainty in North African society. Pray that
the church can be salt and light during this time, and that it will find creative ways to meet and to
support isolated believers, especially the elderly.

Iran
The rift between the government and people of Iran continues to grow and more and more people
are resisting the message of hate towards the West that the government is propagating. Pray for
love to grow in the hearts of Iranians instead of hate, and that Christians will take the lead in
spreading God’s love

I was born in Isleworth in July 1945 and Christened at St. Faith's, Brentford (where my parents
married in 1939). They had brought a house in Hayes but were bombed out, consequently
causing my Mum to live with my Grandmother (in Brentford) while my Dad finished his National
Service. After which they returned to the restored home in Hayes.

From a very early age the Church and Christianity have been a very important part of my life. My
experiences at Sunday School started at the age of 5 years in 1950, at Christchurch, Waltham
Avenue, Hayes and when I was 8 years old I joined the Choir. At the age of 11 we moved to St
Peter and St. Paul's, Harlington, where I joined the Choir, went to Sunday School, and eventually
became a Server and took up Bellringing. (I also carried the Mothers Union Banner for local and
diocesan festivals -St, Pauls Cathedral and was reserve Cross Bearer.)

My Dad was Churchwarden for several years and he escorted The Archbishop of
Canterbury (Ramsay) on the dedication and opening of Woodford Court Sheltered Housing estate
in the old rectory grounds in Harlington.

I took part in the Church Drama and Pantomime group productions. During the 1960's when the
Anglicans and Methodists were discussing Unity I attended the Youth Club at the Queens Hall,
Hayes. I worked in the same office at EMI as the Youth Club Leader and he invited me to join. I
also took part in the Choir for special occasions.(I also knew May Stone from my EMI days.)

Gay (my wife) and I had known each other from the age of 5years although I didn't propose until I
was 32. Over the years our paths crossed a lot at joint Church functions in Harlington (singing in
joint Choir performances and attending barbecues for the Baptist and the Parish Church Youth
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Clubs. One evening in the late 1970's Gay started coming to the Badminton Club I ran at the
Parish Church Hall. Gay ran the Badminton Club at the Baptist Church and one of her players
was a Middlesex Schoolgirl Champion, who needed to practice on a full size court.  David and
Jean Jenkins came along as well. I had 12 members but one night only Gay and I turned up, we
had coffee together and that was the start of our courting. We got engaged in 1979 then married
Easter Saturday 1980.

I attended the Baptist Church Services with Gay for nearly 20 years after marriage as I felt family
worship together was important. She was a Deacon and I was elected as a Deacon after Baptism
by immersion. Gay also preached occasionally. (Baptist Deacons serve similar to the PCC.)

Adapting to the Free Church style Service was not a problem as the Durston side of the family
had been Chapel attenders for generations and I had gone to their gatherings when staying for
holidays (as a child/teenager) and also sang hymns and choruses at my Auntie Queenie's musical
evenings around the piano in her lounge.

In 1998 we moved up to St. John's to enable Ben join his classmates from Bishop Ramsay
School, (Nicholas my eldest son was already at Bishop Ramsay.) Gay settled into Anglican
Worship very well at St John's. I became a sidesman/welcomer in 2000 and have been
Churchwarden since 2001 when Chris Turner went off to theology college with his wife and both
trained for the Ministry. My fellow Churchwardens have been Tony Sheffield, Bob Lang and
currently Rick Williams, all with whom it has been a pleasure to work.

Words and Music, and contributing to Serving , St.John Singers and the Church Music Group are
my normal activities nowadays as I can no longer climb steps to Belfries.  David 

                                                                 Parkfield House
During Lockdown, Caroline has been keeping in touch with the staff at Parkfield House and some
members of St John’s have provided the residents with gifts of toiletries, magazines and colouring
books. In addition the staff and residents have been in our thoughts and prayers more than ever
and we now hold them even dearer in our hearts although some of us have never been inside the
doors and some of us (ie me) didn’t even know exactly where Parkfield is!

I decided to put this to rights, so a few weeks ago at the height of the coronavirus crisis, I
walked round to Charville Lane West and found it! I was struck by the beauty of the building and I
found myself wondering about it’s history. Sitting at home on the internet, I have managed to
glean some bits and pieces of information.

As Parkfield House and the adjoining Parkfield Cottages are listed buildings there is a good
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description of the properties on the website of Historic England. I discovered that it is an early-mid
C19 stuccoed villa with a Roman Doric porch, paired columns and entablature (I had to look this
up in the dictionary- its moldings on the top of columns!). Parkfield Cottages are 18th century and
appear to be the original farmhouse on to which Parkfield House was built; and are now let as
separate dwellings although there is no physical separation.
Parkfield in the 19th century was owned by Lord Hillingdon and was rented out to various
tenants: in 1871 Mr Daniel Rutter a magistrate and brick manufacturer, in 1891 Mr Charles F
Parkinson, a retired Major General and in 1901 Sir James McGrigor a barrister and army
agent. All these occupants employed a large staff comprising, governesses, butlers, grooms,
ladies maids, housemaids, nursery maids, parlour maids, kitchen maids, cooks, gardeners,
coachmen. At some point the Dowager Lady Hillingdon also lived there.
On a map dated 1895, Parkfield House is next door to another large “country house” known as
The Larches. Open countryside and farm land surround these properties. There was a footpath
leading to the Uxbridge Road, which follows the route of the current Parkfield Avenue.
In 1920, the house and adjoining cottages were also sold and continued as private residences
until it became the nursing home that we know today, with a short interlude in World War 2
when it became home to billeted members of the armed forces.

That is all I have been able to find out so far, but as soon life returns to normal, I intend to
visit the Local Studies room in Uxbridge Library and the National Archives centre at Kew to
see what else I can discover about this very interesting and intriguing property.
Please continue to pray for the staff and residents of Parkfield House.
The photos below are Parkfield House in 1920 and 3 images of what it looks like today, in the last
image you can see the conservatory is gone and an extension has been built.              Christine

Nature notes and Garden tips: 

Connecting to Nature.
Research has been carried out by the National Trust and University of Derby concerning our lack
of connection with nature.

One of the results for children shows that-
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90% infrequently or never watched the sun rise

83%  infrequently or never smelled wild flowers 

77% infrequently or never listened to birdsong

24% often stopped to look at the moon and stars

The report is available to read on the National Trust website.

Nature is important to us all for our well being and existence. This time we have could be the time
that we make a connection, rediscover nature and the earth for ourselves and for our children.

'The heavens belong to the Lord, but the earth He has given to the human race.' Psalm 115:16     
                                                                                   Christine R

World Environment Day

The foods we eat, the air we breathe, the water we drink and the climate that makes our planet
habitable all come from nature. Yet, these are exceptional times in which nature is sending us a
message:
To care for ourselves we must care for nature. 
It’s time to wake up. To take notice. To raise our voices. It’s time to build back better for People
and Planet.
This World Environment Day, it’s Time for Nature.Click here for more.
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